The New Policy 
Of Stalinism 
In America 


By JAMES P. CANNON 

Once again American Stalinism has apparently changed 
its color. The bright yellow of recent years, which reflected 
the alliance, or attempted alliance, of Stalin and the imper- 
ialist democracies, has been suddenly transformed, like the 
color of a chameleon on an autumn leaf, into the reddish- 
brown of the Stalin-Hitler pact. 

Overnight the raucous demand for American participa- 
tion in a holy war against German fascism in the name of 
democracy has given way to fervent appeals to ‘Keep 
America out of war”—against Germany. For good meas- 
ure—and for the benefit of dupes—the Kremlin agents 
have even begun to mutter something about socialism and 
to threaten to “vote against war credits” in “all the belli- 
gerent countries,” including, it is to be assumed, Hitler's 
Germany if and when the Communist party deputies are 
summoned from their concentration camps or resurrected 
from their graves to cast their votes in the Nazi Reichstag. 

What is the real meaning of their new policy, which 
su sharply contradicts their pronouncements of yesterday, 
and whom do they expect to deceive by this obscene horse- 
play with revolutionary slogans? 

The answer to that double question must be divided into 
two parts. The new policy is designed to serve a definite 
purpose in the service of the Stalin-Hitler alliance. At the 
same time, by giving the pro-Axis agitation a superficial 
radical coloration, they hope to make it acceptable to the 
workers whose interests and sentiments have been so rudely 
violated. The new policy spells as sharp a turn of the 
American Stalinists in American politics as Stalin’s alliance 
with Hitler represents in the foreign policy of the Soviet 
Union and reflects the latter like an image in a mirror. 


Agents of the Kremlin 

The Communist Party of the United States is a direct 
and immediate agency of the Stalinist bureaucracy of the 
Soviet Union. All the otherwise incredible twists and turns 
and overnight reversals of policy are understandable only 
in the light of this relationship. The fraternal association of 
the various national Communist Parties in an international 
organization for the promotion of the common aim of 
world revolution—the original design of the Comintern—- 
has long since been replaced by the arbitrary rule of Stalin 
over staffs of functionaries in the various countries, se- 
lected for their readiness to execute any order, no matter 
how infamous, without hesitation, This mercenary staff in 


the United States is now beating the drums for the joint 
policy of Stalin and his axis partner, Hitler. 

The Stalin-Iitler pact, first explained as an innocent de- 
vice to secure the neutrality of the Soviet Union, actually 
gave the signal for Hitler's invasion of Poland. This has 
already been followed by the Red Army’s invasion, first of 

(Continued on Page 3) 


Behind the Lines 


It hasn’t taken long for Sino- 
Japanese peace rumors to be- 
gin circulating as a direct se- 
quel to the Soviet-Japanese 
truce. These rumors may be 
nothing mort than a smoke- 
screen barrage accompanying 
the resumption of large-scale 
hostilities by the Japanese on 
Kiangsi, Honan, and Shansi 
fronts, Nevertheless, such ru- 
mors seldom arise out of a vac- 
uum, 

The fact is that the proclama- 
tion of the new central puppet 
Chinese government to be head- 
ed by Wang Ching-wei has been 
again postponed. This latest bit 
of Japanese midwifery was 
supposed to be scheduled for 
Oct. 10, the anniversary of the 
establishment of the Chinese 
Republic. Postponement of the 
blessed event is being attribut- 
ed in Shanghai to the opening 
of secret negotiations involv- 
ing the Japanese, the would-be 
puppets and Kuomintang lead- 
ers at Chungking, with Russia 
in the role of mentor. 

Out of Chungking come sharp 
denials that such negotiations 
are under way or even contem- 
plated. At the same time Chin- 
ese leaders are clearly digest- 
ing the effect upon them of the 
spectacular turn of events in 
Europe. Should a Moscow-Ber- 
lin-Tokyo axis become a real- 
ity—and it is far from that as 
yet—we may be sure that 
Chiang Kai-shek will ponder 
deeply the ultimate value of 
friendship with Britain before 
decisively rejecting any peace 
overtures that come from Jap- 
an, For Chiang Kai-shek yields 
to no one, not even to Stalin, in 
his capacity to make 180-degree 
turns in policy and his ability 
to make such turns effective 
by ruthlessly crushing all who 
oppose it. 


By GEORGE STERN 


But the war will have to pro- 
ceed to a further stage and the 
tempo.of Roosevelt’s drive to 
bring the U.S. into it will have 
to be measured before the Kuo- 
mintang chieftains would care 
to take any such decisive step. 
For the time being, however, 
they are confronted with the 
fact that they face a Japan un- 
trammeled by any serious de- 
terrents. Japan is freed—even 
if only temporarily—of the need 
for counting on a clash with 
Russia. Of this the Tokyo mil- 
itarists are determined to take 
the fullest possible advantage 
by hastening conclusion of their 
grab in China. Reading the 
news from Poland, the Tokyo 
generals doubtless figure they 
had better take while the tak- 
ing is good before Stalin com- 
mits another of his acts of 
“peace and liberation’’ on the 
Far Eastern front. 

This leaves the Chungking 
government suspended in a po- 
sition of uncertainty that is like- 
ly to become agonizing before 
long. Judging from the news 
dispatches there are mixed 
feelings in the Chinese capitol 
on the effects of the Soviet-Jap- 
anese truce upon the Sino-Jap- 
anese war. Certainly by no 
stretch of any imagination do 
they believe the Chinese posi- 
tion to be improved by that 
truce—as Harry Gannes of the 
Daily Worker would like his 
readers to believe. The thin 
trickle of arms from Russia has 
not been much help to the Chin- 
ese, but if this trickle ceases 
and along with it the supplies 
secured from the Western pow- 
ers, the resultant disadvantage 
may outweigh the geographical 
factors which for the present 
constitute their principal mili- 
tary asset against the new Jap- 
anese drives. 
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Refuse to 


‘Shoulder 
Burden of 
Boss War 


Seamen Insist on Ex- 


tra War Pay; S.U.P. 
Plans Real Fight 


By B. J. WIDICK 

The general flare-up of sea- 
men throughout the world ag- 
ainst sailing in war zones un- 
Jess given bonuses and special 
insurance marks a new stage 
in labor's struggle to prevent 
all war burdens from falling on 
its shoulders. 

Recently, ship owners took as 
a matter of course the an- 
nouncements of underwriters 
that all insurance rates would 
be boosted tremendously for all 
craft shipping in danger zones. 
Property must be protected. 

A similiar demand for ade- 
quate protection of human be- 
ings on these ships was distinct- 
ly disregarded by the operat- 
ors. Crews of Irish, British, 
Dutch and American ships were 
forced to tie up the vessels in 
order to obtain even a consider- 
ation of their demands. 


Refuse to Sail 


| In America, seven liners were 
{tied up by members of the Na- 
;tional Martimie Union who re- 
fused to sail for Europe unless 
‘their demands were met. 

The sympathetic strike of 
British sailors and the complete 
tie-up of all ships involved gave 
promise of a real victory for 
the NMU despite government 
attempts of intimidation ag- 
ainst strikers through false ar- 
rests. 

However, the NMU officials 
are dominated by the Stalinist 
fakers, and a poor compromise 
agreement resulted which has 
intensified rank and file dissat- 
isfaction and resentment. 

So strong is the feeling of the 
NMU ranks that Curran and 
company are finding it difficult 
tc get crews for the ships. The 
men just won't sign up under 
the terms negotiated by Cur- 
ran. This boycott is what the 
newspapers have been calling 
a ‘‘shortage of labor.” 

Original demands of the NM- 
U included $250 a month bonus, 
$25,000 insurance, a 40 per cent 
increase in personnel. 

When Joe Curran got through 
negotiating for the strikers, 
they sailed with a 25 per cent 
increase in wages, payment of 
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Boss Pol 
To Trick People Into 
War by Lies and Scares 


—— 


erson Conspiracy 


Charge; Labor Defense W idened 


Canada Convicts 
Watson, Anti- 
War Militant 


(Special to the Socialist Appeal) 
TORONTO, Ontario— 


Frank Watson, anti-war mil- 
itant, was the first person 
convicted under the string- 
ent War Measures Act, fol- 
lowing his arrest last week. 

He was found guilty by 
Magistrate R.J. Browne who 
remanded him until Sept. 28 
for sentence. 

Watson was charged with 
conducting an anti - war 
meeting, during which he 
was quoted as saying, “Why 
join the army if you are go- 
ing to be used for cannon 
fodder.” 

Another piece of ‘‘evi- 
dence” against him was the 
claim of governmental wit- 
nesses that Watson had said 
that fundamentally the dem- 
ocracies were as bad as the 
fascist states. 


AFL National Conve 


ntion May Discuss Case 


As Federal Agents Press Frame-up against 
Indicted Minneapolis WPA Strikers 


( 
MINNEAPOLIS, 


Special tó the S 
Sept. 22—With the federal government now 


octalist Appeal) 


openly pressing ‘‘conspiracy’’ charges against over half of the 
sixty workers listed in the second batch of indictments handed 


down in the Minneapolis WPA 


strike case, the Central Labor 


Union’s WPA Defense Committee is getting in touch with lead- 
ing national trade union figures to bring the Minneapolis defense 


case before the coming annual c 
eration of Labor in Cincinatti. ¢ 

Resentment against the vile 
gang of union-smashers, from 
Roosevelt and Murphy down, 
reached a new pitch in this city 
yesterday when it was learned 
that some of the latest indict- 
ments name more than 30 per- 
sons, charging ‘‘conspiracy to 
violate the emergency relief 
appropriation act.” They 
charge defendants with con- 
spiring to deprive the WPA of 
the workers services! 

Charges Unsubstantiated 

Needless to say, the govern- 
ment has no facts to back up 
its charges of conspiracy. And 


onvention of the American Fed- 


precisely here is where the 
danger lies. In order to save its 
face, Murphy and his FBI ag- 
ents may well prepare a frame- 
up against leading Minneapolis 
militants. Workers of the na- 
tion will do well to watch the 
fingers of Murphy in the Min- 
neapolis situation and be pre- 


attempt. 


ments are starting to reach out 
into the leadership of the local 
union movement. Among those 
named September 20 in indict- 
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iticians Seek 


Mounting Mass Opposition to War-Makers 
Compels Administration to Shift Tactics 
In Drive to Get U.S. into the War 


Under the pressure of mounting public alarm at the war 


moves of the Administration, and increased popular determin- 
ation to resist entry of this country into the war, Roosevelt’s 
hope that he could railroad his repeal of the arms embargo 
through Congress in double-quick time is, for the moment, 
confronting unexpected obstacles, 


The President has been compelled to shift his tactics: on 


the one hand, making certain concessions to isolationist senti- 


SWP DRIVE 10 
GET ON BALLOT 
NEARS SUCCESS 


nent; and on the other 
spreading war-mongering ru- 
mors reminiscent of the 
Spring of 1917. 

No sooner had the Special 
Session opened than Roose- 
velt announced to the press 
that two submarines of “un- 


known nationality” had been 
sighted off the coasts of North 


Shachtman, Paine 
Condemn Silence of 
ALP on War Issue 


NEW YORK CITY, Sept. 25— 
Victory in the struggle to place 
the candid&tes of the Socialist 
Workers Party on the ballot for 
the Councilmanic elections in 
Manhattan and the Bronx ap- 
peared certain today as the 
canvassers entered the final 
lap of their drive for the neces- 
sary number of nominating sig- 
natures. 

Mobilized throughout the en- 
tire city, every member of the 


Socialist Workers Party old en- 
ough to be registered as a vot- 
er was combing his neighbor- 
hood for the final signatures 
that would not only put the 
campaign over the top but lay 
a strong base for a huge return 
when the workers begin regis- 
tering their disapproval of La- 
Guardia’s war policy at the 
voting machines. 


Greet Canvassers 


America. This story, even if 
true, which is at the least 
Goubtful, has in itself not the 
slightest significance. But 
Roosevelt's purpose was sery- 
ed. The headlines played it up 
as if the mainiand of the United 
States were being threatened 
by immediate attack. 


Smearing War Opponents 


A far more despicable, and 
dangerous maneuver followed 
twenty-four hours later. The 
White House and members of 
Congress are being swamped 
by hundreds of thousands of 
letters demanding that this 
country be kept out of the war. 
An overwhelming majority of 
these letters insist that the 
arms embargo be retained. 

There is no doubt that a cer- 
tain percentage of these letters 
are “‘inspired’’ by the pressure 
campaigns of Coughlin and ev- 
en the Nazi Bund. However, the 
reports from Congressmen 
make clear that most of them 
are genuine and spontaneous 
expressions of the opinions of 
the ordinary people of the coun- 
try. 

Determined to ride rough- 
ishod over any and all opposi- 
tion, the administration releas- 


In the Bronx, the voting pop-|ed a “confidential report” that 
ulation had met the appeal of| messages had been intercepted 
pared to smash any frame-up|the Socialist Workers Party for| from Berlin and Moscow which 
help in putting the only anti- instructed Hitler’s and Stalin’s 
For the first time the intlict-| war party on the ballot with|friends in the United States to 
such enthusiasm that by late|put pressure on Congress to re- 
today the nominating petitions|tain the embargo. 
had been signed by more than] Here is the perfect foreshad- 
twice the number necessary to|owing of the future! Anyone 
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HOTEL UNION PROGRESSIVES FIGHT C. P. RULE 


NEW YORK—Denouncing theilivered by Louis Rifkin, chair- 


“cancerous growth of Commu- 
nist Party policy and Commun- 
ist Party domination” and de- 
manding “the re-establishment 
of inner-union democracy,” 
representatives of progressive 
groups in the Greater New 
York Locals of the Hotel and 
¡Restaurant Workers’ Interna- 
‘tional Union and Bartenders’ 
International League of Ameri- 
ca met in a twelve-hour con- 
vention last Monday and unit- 
ed their groups into a joint, in- 
ter-local organization to carry 
on their fight on a city-wide 
leo 

From the opening address de- 


man of the Provisional Com- 
mittee which called the conven- 
tion, to the adoption of the fi- 
nal resolution, the several 
score delegates voiced their de- 
termination to emulate the pro- 
gressive painters who had re- 
cently united their forces and 
celivered a crushing blow to 
Communist Party domination 
of their District Council in 
New York. 
Progressive Program 

Declaring the necessity of 
full trade-union democracy, 
amalgamation of craft locals, 
and “reliance only upon our 
own efforts and actions” to or- 


WAR-- WHAT FOR? James P. 


The First of a Series of Friday Night Lectures 


Cannon 


ganize the unorganized, the 
declaration of principles pledg- 
ed the progressives to fight for 
the following points as part of 
their program: 

1. For the fullest inner-Union 
democracy and freedom of ex- 
pression and opinion for all 
members of our International 
Union. 

2. For the re-establishment of 
the closed shop and real job 
security in our local unions. 

3. For the ratification of all 
agreements and the adoption of 
uniform wage standards by a 
membership vote of the local 
union. 

4. For the equal distribution 


of work to the unemployed; for 
a genuine, rotating open work 
list. 

5. For the democratic elec- 
tion of officers in all local un- 
ions. 

6. For the organization of the 
unorganized on the basis of 
achieving real union conditions 
and wages for the unorganized 
workers. 

Industrial Unionism 

7. For the application of the 
principle of industrial unionism 
in our industry, wherever feas- 
ible, 

8. For AFL-CIO unity with- 
out sacrificing the principle of 
vertical organization in mass 


The First Imperialis 
War---1914-1918 


Its Causes and Consequences 


industries. 


9. For the governing of fin-| minding Roosevelt 


who opposes any act of the 
government—is an enemy spy! 
Landon’s Proposal 

Alfred Landon, in the only 
smart trick he has yet chalked 
up as a politician, added to 
Roosevelt’s discomfiture by re- 
that he 


ances in all local unions by a| Could aid in clarifying the poli- 
budget system based solely up-|tical atmosphere by announc- 
on the needs of the membership|ing publicly that he would not 
and not upon the requirements} fun for a third term. 


of any political party or frac- 
tion thereof. 


Roosevelt naturally had no 
comment to make on Landon’s 


10. For the fullest freedom of|Suggestion. Roosevelt recogniz- 
expression, without discrimina-j| es that the war is the one fact- 
tion, of any member, regard-|Or that can save him, person- 
less of political faith; and that| lly, from politica] oblivion. He 
we fight political ;domination| looks forward to riding straight 
of any local union by any po-|into a third term as war presi- 


litical party. 
Stalinist Crimes 


The convention 


dent, and this is not the least of 
the reasons why he plans entry 


thoroughly] into the war in the shortest pos- 


discussed and adopted a reso-| sible number of months, 
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onfidential Bulletin Exposes Bosses’ War Schemes 


By JOSEPH HANSEN 
Article 11 

The most important task now facing the capitalist class, 
according to the confidential report issued by the Tax Re- 
search Institute, is the completion of preparations for the 
war into which Roosevelt will plunge the United States in 
the immediate future. 

The inside information, according to this bulletin issued 
by the top circle of Big Business for the benefit of the capi- 
talist class, is that American participation in the second 
world war is imminent, and every capitalist must hasten his 
preparations in order to reap the enormous profits that will 
drain from the blood-soaked battlefields. 

Roosevelt Role Important 

An important part of these preparations is thorough un- 
derstanding of the new role that will be played by Roose- 
velt and his regime. 

In language clear enough to penetrate the iron skulls of 
even the most reactionary members of the capitalist class, 
the bulletin explains that Roosevelt will act solely in the 
interests of capitalism when he clamps down the military 
dictatarship in America which has already been prepared 
for the day when the dough-boys start sailing for their 
graves in Europe. 

“Primarily,” says the bulletin, “business must under- 
stand two facts: (1) the plan is NOT new: it is not a ‘New 
Deal’ accomplishment; (2) the plan is the product of the 
joint efforts of the War and Navy Departments applied to 
the business problem since the close of the World War.” 


This declaration concerning the Industrial Mobilization 
Plan is true in that the Republican regimes have fostered it 
as much as the Democratic, but it fails to give Roosevelt 
the credit that is conspicuously due him for his indefatig- 
able efforts to push the plan throughout his term of office 
and to see to it that it got funds diverted from relief allow- 
ances. 


Want to End Boss Factionalism 

This slight omission of the credit line in the bulletin is 
clearly designed to appeal to those old-fashioned die-hards 
who look at the world through the door of their office safe 
and who have been particularly exercised over the pink 
New Deal paint Roosevelt sprayed over his administration. 
Big Business is anxious to end factionalism in the capitalist 
class in the interests of unity in the face of war and the 
dangerous operation of wringing maximum profits from a 
blood-bath that will inevitably deal the coup de grace to 
more than one capitalist state in its death agony. 

Army officers are back of this plan, the bulletin therefore 
explains soothingly, the same men who run the National 
Guard, men who see eye to eye with you about profits, bay- 
onets, and labor problems. 

But the bulletin does not stop with this explanation. Big 
Business, stream-lining itself for the super-profits of mod- 
ern warfare, wishes to assure that no capitalist—not even 
those with the antiquated mentality of the flint pistol— 
crosses the interests of his class because of past factional 
differences as to just how the executive arm in Washington 
should have conducted its tactics before the war broke out. 


War Board Represents 60 Families 

“The Industrial Mobilization Flan,” continues the bulle- 
tin, “ . is the work of the Army and Navy Munitions 
Board, the coordinating agency which cts for both depart- 
ments of War and Navy in the problems of war planning 
and procurement. The War Resources Board which has 
just been appointed will act as the civilian advisory com- 
mittee to the Army and Navy Munitions Board. This civil- 
ian board will review the polictes already prepared pertain- 
ing to the mobilization of industry and the nation’s eco- 
nomic resources.’ 

That this civilian War Resources Board is not simply a 
reviewing stand of flag-wavers for Army parade day but in 
reality an executive committee directly representing the in- 
terests of Big Business is explained in the following para- 
graph: 

“As soon as the President declares that an emergency 
exists, however, the War Resources Board will become 
THE important executive agency of the Government with 
the broad powers exercised by the old War Industries 
Board. The possibility that, shortly after war breaks on the 
European continent, the President WILL find that an 
emergency exists in the United States and that war is im- 
minent, makes the War Resources Board of paramount im- 
portance to business. The Board will then be in a position to 
exercise its full-fledged role in the preparation of American 
business for its part in the war.” 

One would think that such a paragraph explaining the 
complete wiping out not only of the entire “New Deal” but 


every one of the democratic institutions that might possibly 
boomerang against the interests of the capitalist class could 
not be misunderstood by any one capable of clipping a cou- 
pon. But the confidential bulletin goes still further and even 
fills in the names and addresses: 


War Deal Replaces New Deal 


“T.RJ. Observation: It is important to note that despite 
the New Deal Administration, if the War Resources Board 
plays its emergency roll, its effect upon American Business 
will be that of a conservative agency, Note the names of the 
Board: The chairman is Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., U.S. 
Steel Corp., Board Chairman. The other five members of 
the Board are: Karl T. Compton, President, M.I.T.; Wal- 
ter S. Gifford, President, Amer. Tel. & Tel.; Harold G. 
Moulton, President, Brookings Institution; John Lee Pratt, 
Director, General Motors; and General Robert E. Wood, 
Chairman, Sears Roebuck & Co. The Board’s Secretary, 
Col. Harry K. Rutherford, is particularly equipped for the 
analysis of the military-industrial problem.” 

A wax museum wishing to depict the murderous over- 
seers hired by the Sixty Families—Morgan, Rockefeller, 
Mellon, DuPont, Girdler, etc.—could not have chosen a list 
of names more gory than these. 

In brief, the political tip of this confidential bulletin to 
the capitalist class is this: The New Deal is wiped out. The 
War Deal now reigns. Big Business runs the War Deal. 
Stop all factionalism. Prepare yuor business operations for 
the PROFITS OF WAR 


Gn the 

Labhoh 

Unions 
=By B. J. WIDICK = 


The conventions of the AFL 
and the CIO called for early in 
Octóber assume historic signi- 
ficance because Congress will 
be in session on the war ques- 
tion at the same time. 

Many a Washington politic- 
ian is not going to cast his vote 
for or against Roosevelt's war 
policies ufitil he sees what the 
labor movement has to say. 


Many Issues 

sve That is the burning is- 
sue before the delegates to the 
two conventions. For or against 
the Roosevelt war program. 
For or against a people’s ref- 
erendum on war. 

Labor unity! Will it take the 
form of a united front against 
war and its menace to Organ- 
ized Labor or will it be a unity 
with the Army and Navy to 
hogtie the unions to the mili- 
tary machine? 

Roosevelt? Will the man who 
turned the New Deal into the 
War Deal be repudiated or is 
labor going to put its stamp of 
approval via a third term en- 
dorsement on its chief oppon- 
ent? 

While both conventions face 
many other important prob- 
lems, these three questions are 
the decisive issues. Recent 
events give a fairly accurate 
forecast of how labor will give 
its answers. 


Stalinist Turn 

The new turn of the Stalin- 
ists (‘Keep America Out of 
Imperialist War’) already has 
been felt in the labor move- 
ment. The New Haven Central 
Labor Union adopted the new 
line which includes ducking the 
neutrality issue as presented to 
Congress. 

The American Federation of 
Hosiery Workers, CIO, rejected 
a resolution endorsing Roose- 
velt’s “peace policy," and ad- 
opted the new C.P. line of 
“Keep Out of Imperialist War.” 
and for “true neutrality." 

Evasion of the fundamental 
problem of fighting against the 
war policies of Roosevelt is the 
essence of the new Stalinist 
treachery. It will carry much 
weight st the CIO convention 
because of the strength of the 
Stalinists in those unions. 


Lewis Silent 

The decision of the CIO con- 
vention, however, rests primar- 
ily on John L. Lewis and- the 
top bureaucracy. Outside of his 
Labor Day blast Lewis has 
been silent. Perhaps he is 
waiting for the CIO convention 
to give his views a more atu- 
thoritative backing? 

Present indications are that 
Lewis will follow along the 
same lines of his Labor Day 
speech, His criticism of Roose- 
velt for spending sleepless 
nights worrying about entang- 
ling America in a foreign war 
while the unemployed starve at 
home probably will result in a 
convention decision against a 
change in the neutrality law. 

Since the AFL top leadership 
has had a “more friendly ear” 
at the White House than the 


CIO in recent months, William 
Green and the AFL executive 
council will be more receptive 
to support of Roosevelt's war 
program. 


Obstacles 

But they face an obstacle that 
will be very difficult to over- 
come. The Minnesota Federa- 
tion of Labor convention went 
on record for a people’s refer- 
andum on war. Passage of a 
similar resolution at the nation- 
al convention would constitute 
a heavy blow to Roosevelt’s 
war aims. 

Let the People Vote on War! 
This rallying cry from the AFL 
and CIO conventions would 
gather whirlwind speed and 
support throughout the country. 
It would put a serious crimp in 
Roosevelt’s style. 


Unity Prospects 

Prospects for labor unity of 
any kind are less than they 
were a year ago. The AFL lead- 
ers think the CIO is rapidly dis- 
integrating. Let time solve the 
problem. 

John L. Lewis hasn't even 
made a gesture towards reop- 
ening unity negotiations which 
were postponed at his sugges- 
tion during the coal strike last 
spring. 

Roosevelt is pushing for a re- 
actionary unity behind the war 
machine. The rank and file in 
both camps want unity but its 
voice has not been powerful 
enough yet to force a progres- 
sive unity. 

Unity in action against M- 
day; against emasculation of 
the unions; against the de facto 
repeal of the wages and hours 
law and the Wagner act; again- 
st war profiteering; this kind of 
unity must emerge from the 
conventions, It will come only 
from rank and file pressure. 

All the ballyhoo in the world 
can not keep the terrible trag- 
edy of unemployment from de- 
manding attention at the con- 
ventions. Will the unemploy- 
ment problem be ‘‘solved’’ by 
sending millions to Buropean 
trenches, or will all war funds 
go to the unemployed? 


A Job for Delegates 


The sniveling attitude of Lew- 
is and company in begging for 
a labor representative on the 
War Board shows that any ser- 
ious action will not come from 
them It’s a job for the dele- 
gates. 

A third term for Roosevelt 
was the usual stand of many 
labor conventions, both CIO and 
AFL. However, recent evenis 
changed this situation some- 
what. 


Rebuke Roosevelt 

The New York State Federa- 
tion of Labor very deliberately 
avoided a vote on that question 
as a rebuke to Roosevelt for 
his WPA wage cuts. There is 
much sentiment of that kind in 
the AFL. The executive council 
has always been divided on 
support of Roosevelt. A Repub- 
lican wing headed by William 
Hutchinson of the Carpenters 
union, has other reactionary 
ideas. 

From every point of view, 
this is one question on which 
the AFL convention will find it- 
self divided. If a progressive 
wing develops at the convention 
capable of clearing through the 
muddle-headed thinking, re- 
pudiation of Roosevelt as a 
Wwar-monger and anti-labor pol- 
itician can become a reality. 


Lewis Changes Tune 
John L. Lewis recently 
changed his tune in regard to 
Roosevelt, as we outlined in a 
previous column. No longer is 
it the nolicy of the ton CIO lead- 


Progressives in N. Y. Hotel Union 
Unite to Combat C. P. Domination 


(Continued from Page 1) 
lution on policy to be sent to 
all local unions and officers of 
the International, enumerating 
the crimes of the Communist 
Party machine committed ag- 
ainst the membership during 
the past three years: 

“They defended the racket- 
eers against the Dewey prose- 
cution; 

“Criminal incompetence in 
the conduct of the Horn-and- 
Hardart strike of 1937-1938; in- 
efficiency and incompetence in 
the handling of the current 
Brass Rail strike; 

“Commissar Jay Rubin, Pres- 
ident of the Hotel Trades Coun- 
cil, conceived and consummat- 
ed an agreement with the Hotel 
Association in New York City 
which provides for: split-shifts, 
complete control of hiring and 
firing by the employer, a 
“Czar” in the industry to de- 
cide all other vital union dis- 
putes, a four-year 
which fails to provide for per- 
iods of sky-rocketing cost of liv- 
ing, and deprives labor of its 
strongest weapon during such 


PREVIEW OF 
WAR-TIME 
SUPPRESSION 


(Special to the Socialist Appeal) 

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 19— 
A preview of police suppression 
and intimidation during war 
times, was seen in the an- 
nouncement made by Superin- 
tendent of Police Hubbs which 
stated that all "subversive 
meetings” hereafter would be 
required to be held under a po- 
lice permit and under surveil- 
lance of plain clothes detect- 
ives. 

Heading his message “a pre- 
cautionary measure to prevent 
mob violence” Hubbs said it 
would be a comparatively sim- 
ple matter to place the blame 
sions when they occur.” The 
fact that sponsors of each meet- 
ing must obtain a permit will 
serve as a means of clamping 
down on those with unfavorable 
records," Hubbs concluded. 

The metropolitan press head- 
ed this new police order as a 
campaign to stamp out ‘‘sub- 
versive activities” during the 


ers to call for an unqualified 
endorsement of Roosevelt for a 
third term. 

The Transport Workers Union 
convention, Stalinist - directed, 
last week passed a resolution 
giving the new line. For a pres- 
ident who carries out New Deal 
policies. No direct endorsement 
oí Roosevelt! It's the same line 
that Eli P. Oliver, executive 
vice-president of Labor’s Non- 
Partisan League, gave to the 
United Rubber Workers con- 
vention. 

But will the CIO convention 
break with all capitalist politic- 
ians. Will it call for a labor can- 
didate for president on a 
“Down with the War” pro- 
gram! On this decision rests 
the future of the CIO and the 
entire Labor Movement. 


contract 


periods—the right to strike; and 
which contract is similar in 
many respects to a company- 
union contract; 

“Complete lack of organiza- 
tion of the catering establish- 
ments at the World's Fair and 
no accounting of the funds col- 
lected for work permits from 
non-union workers; 

“Vicious and dictatorial rule 
over 30,000 culinary workers by 

. threats, terrorism, sup- 
pression of free speech, suspen- 
sions and expulsions without 
fair trial.” 

The convention pledged itself 
to defend any member victim- 
ized because of his participa- 
tion in the work of the Inter-lo- 
cal Progressives. It established 
a permanent organization with 
representation for the progress- 
ive groups in all the local un- 
ions. Plans are being drafted 
for the publication of a news- 
paper, and the beginning of a 
drive which will end in smash- 
ing the traitorous Communist 
Party machine and the re-es- 
tablishment of a militant, dem- 
ocratic union. 


~ | duration | of the European war. 

This reactionary measure is 

already in effect on all SWP 
street meetings. All meetings|5 
are attended by a number of 
detectives, who write down the 
names and addresses of the 
speakers as well as a gist of 
what they said. 

Recognizing that this meas- 
ure is intended to bulldoze and 
intimidate the anti-war workers 
in the city, the SWP is going 
ahead with their work, refusing 
to be cowed, and using this op- 
portunity to show the workers 
of the city what they will have 
to contend with when this coun- 
try goes to war to ‘‘stamp out" 
fascism. Making use of this op- 
portunity to show ‘that fascism 
will be introduced in a legal 
fashion, the day the U.S. goes 
to war, the SWP is planning a 
vigorous campaign of anti-war 
activity to expose the reaction- 
ary activities of both the nation- 
al and city administrations. 


STUDENTS SPIKE 


You Can Aid the Fight Against 


War by Signing 


Nominating 


Petitions for SWP Candidates 


All citizens resident in New York who sympathize with 
the campaign of the Socialist Workers Party to place a 
candidate in the Bronx and one in Manhattan on the ballot 
for the Councilmanic Elections are asked to sign a nomin- 


ating petition immediately. 


Drop in at headquarters, 116 University Place, N.Y.C., 
or at the headquarters of the nearest branch to place your 
name on a petition. If you have friends who are registered 
voters too and who will sign the petition, bring them with 
you or give us their names and we will have a canvasser 


call upon them. 


The circulation of a petition for signatures among your 
shopmates, if you are in a position to do so, will give the 


campaign a big boost. 


Absolutely no obligation is entailed in signing. Without 
any commitment on your part, by signing a petition, you 
give the only anti-war party in the United States a chance 
to fight against the second world war from the vantage 


point of the ballot. 


We need your help now as never before in placing our 
anti-war, anti-fascist candidates on the ballot for the com- 


ing election. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS | MORE BRONX 


WANTED 
5 BICYCLES to help build up 
the Socialist Appeal news- 
stand routes. Anyone willing 
to loan or donate a bicycle 
should get in touch immedi- 
ately with the Labor Book- 
shop, 116 University Place. 


Minimum Guaranteed 


Earnings!! 
WANTED—Men, Women 
and Students ‘ 
to sell the Socialist Appeal as 
a part time job. Socialist Ap- 
peal now selling very fast on 
the streets. One dollar a day 
guaranteed, Possible to make 
much more. Apply all day 
from 12 o’clock on at 116 
University Pl.. Abe Miller. 


Read The 
New International 


MILITARY PLAN 


AT UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 


A bill to make military train- 
ing compulsory at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin — already 
passed by the Wisconsin State 
Senate and now before the As- 
sembly — struck a snag this 
week when the student body re- 
turned to school for the new 
term. 

The students jammed the 
meeting of the Assembly sub- 
committee holding hearings on 
the measure (the White bill, 
hooted the sparse defenders of 
the bill and cheered on its op- 
ponents, despite the strenuous 
gaveling of Chairman Schritz. 

The quick reaction of the stu- 
dent body showed their deter- 
mination to prevent the militar- 
ization of the youth, just as the 
bill reflects the government's 
drive toward girding the coun- 
try for war. Following the stu- 
dents’ display of militancy, the 


the Legislature without recom- 
mendation after a 3-3 deadlock. 

A stream of student, labor 
and farmer spokesmen appear- 
ed at the hearing to condemn 
the militarzation measure. 
One of the students was enthus- 
jastically cheered when he told 
the committee that he could 
guarantee opposition to the 
measure from every one of the 
organized student groups on the 
campus—‘‘with the sole excep- 
tion of the Young. Communist 
League," he added. 

In support of the White bill, 
its proponents rounded up the 
American Legion, a Racine chi- 
ropractor, two women speaking 
for the Daughters of 1812, and 
a freshman ROTC student. 

A representative of the Farm- 
ers Equity Union told the leg- 
islators that he would not send 
his sons to the state university 


Assembly committee failed to/if military drill were made com- 


endorse the bill, reporting it to 


pulsory. 


NEWSSTANDS 
CARRY APPEAL 


So popular has the Socialist 
Appeal become in the vicinity 
of the West Bronx that the 


CHICAGO LEADS 
THE PARADE 

Chicago led the parade in the 
past week with new subscrip- 
tions, sending in a total of 11, 


besides 4 renewal subscrip- 
tions. 
Rochester, New York, also 


did very nicely, sending in 4, 
while 6 new subscriptions were 
entered from New York. 

St. Paul sent in an additional 
2, Boston 3, Fitchburg, Massa- 
crusetts 2, and several scatter- 
ed subscriptions totaling as fol- 
lows: 

Chicago 1 

Rochester 

New York 

St. Paul 

Boston 

Fitchburg 

Evansville 

Gloversville, N.Y. 

Allentown, Pa. 

Newark 

Minneapolis 

Albany 

Los Angeles 

Miscellaneous 

The total number of new sub- 
scriptions in the past week was 
42. This is among the best 
weeks for new subscriptions. 
RESULTS SHOW 
GREAT POSSIBILITIES 

St. Paul again did splendidly 
in obtaining renewals, sending 
in 8, and local Philadelphia al- 
so did well with 6. From Los 
Angeles and New York came 3 
each, twofrom Minneapolis and 
one each from Newark, Ches- 
ter, Pa., Allentown, Detroit, St. 
Louis, 4 scattered for a total of 
3] renewals, or a combined sub- 
scription total of 75 for new and 
renewal subscriptions. 

The results of the past week 


CONE NYNHOHRFP KE NWNHAKHH 


S.W.P. branch in the neighbor-|S0w the possibility for a large 
hood has decided to add a num-|} umber of subscriptions if sys- 


ber of newsstands to its pres- 
ent route in order to make it 
easier for interested readers to 
secure their copies of the paper. 

In the struggle against war, 
the Socialist Appeal is a mighty 
weapon in the hands of a work- 
er. The Bronx comrades call 
upon all sympathizers and 
friends to push the sales of Am- 
erica’s only anti-war newspa- 
per——the Socialist Appeal. 

You can do your part in the 
fight against war by telling 
your friends to buy their copy 
of the Appeal at the following 
newsstands that have been add- 
ed to the route: 

167 Street and River Avenue, 
SE corner; 170 Street and Jer- 
ome Avenue, SE corner; 3 East 


Mount Eden Avenue (candy 
store) 150 E. 174 St., (candy 
store); 176 St. & Jerome Ave., 


NE; Tremont & Davidson Ave.; 
Burnside & Jerome Ave., SW; 
183 St. & Jerome Ave., SE; 188 
St. & Grand Concourse, SW; 17 
E. Kingsbridge Rd.; Kings- 
bridge Rd. & Jerome Ave., NE; 
Kaplan's Stationery, 3889 Sedge- 
wick Ave.; 204 St. & Valentine 
(candy store); Mosholu station 
—East Side; 166 St. & Mc- 
Clellan, SE; 


Bound Volume of 
SOCIALIST APPEAL 


NOW AVAILABLE 
First 6 months of -1939 


(52 issues) 
$2.00, including postage 
Order now from: 
SOCIALIST APPEAL 
116 University Pl. 
New York City 


ematic efforts are employed. 
Oakland, California placed a 
new bundle order for 10 copies. 
Eloise Booth, the unusually 
fine literature director in San 
Francisco, writes that the col- 
umn on the Nergoes by Com- 
rade Johnson is attracting the 
interest of the young Negroes. 
Local St. Paul has once ag- 
ain increased its bundle order, 


ST. PAUL ANTI WAR 
MASS MEETING 


LET THE PEOPLE 
VOTE ON WAR! 


Speaker: 
Grace Carlson 


Friday Sept. 29, 8 p.m. 
147 West 5th St. 


Auspices: St, Paul Branch, 
Socialist Workers Party 


Socialist Appeal 
116 University Place 
New York City. 


the next few weeks. 


this time to 125 copies per is- 
sue, and while temporary, 
hopes to keep the figure far be- 
yond its original order of 75. 

In Evansville Henry Schnautz 
systematically reaches a large 
number of readers with the So- 
cialist Appeal and the New In- 
ternational and is confident of 
obtaining several regular sub- 
scribers. 

Now that Sam Richter, Chi- 
cago literature director, who 
has been ill, is back on the job, 
Chicago will again be in the 
fdrefront as is indicated by the 
subscriptions sent infrom there 
in the past week. 

A bundle order for 5 copies 
has been placed by a new ag- 
ent in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

In Allentown sales of the So- 
cialist Appeal and the New In- 
ternational have spurted ahead 
again, thanks to the spirited 
and energetic efforts of Com- 
rade Ruth Querio and others. 

Cleveland has reorganized its 
literature system with the addi- 
tion of a couple of live wires, 
who are transfering their ac- 
tivities from other work into 
the literature field. 

Minneapolis is now driving 
particularly for new and renew- 
al subscriptions for both the pa- 
per an dthe magazine. 
NEWSSTAND SALES 
GOING UP 


The Newark organization, 
George Breitman, literature di- 
rector, is now going full speed 
in the sale of the Socialist Ap- 
peal on the streets and else- 
where. 

Denver, Colorado, notes slow, 
but steady improvement, as in- 
dicated by the increase of its 
regular bundle order, and Los 
Angeles sales on the streets and 
newsstands are now more sys- 
tematically handled under the 
able charge of Harry Baker, 
despite a temporary decrease 
in the regular bundle order. 

In New York City, Abe Miller, 
city literature agent, reports 
there has been a big increase 
in newsstand sales, particular- 
Iy in the Bronx. 


SPECIAL $5.95 


FOR ONE WEEK ONLY 


Collected Works of LENIN 
(8 Volumes) 


Phe Iskrą Period (2 Vol.) 


Materialism and Empirio- 
Criticism 


The Imperialist War 

The Revolution of 1917 
(2 Vol.) 

Towards the Seizure of 
Power (2 Vol.) 


LABOR BOOKSHOP 
116 University Place 
New York City 
(Add 25c for postage) 


I would like to get better acquainted with your paper, 
the Socialist Appeal. Please send me sample copies for 
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“LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN CAN- 
NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERE 


onal Labor Defense for WPA 


| Strikers Planned as Government 
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NEGRO QUESTION Holds Men on Conspiracy Charge 


By J. R. JOHNSON 


The Negro and the War 
VIII 


We have now established that Negroes in America, par- 
ticularly the great mass of the workers and farmers, have 
no reason whatever to support any sort of war for democ- 
racy. We have established also that in the great crisis 
through which humanity is now passing, in the great up- 
heavals which will soon be taking place, the American Ne- 
groes have as their allies the millions of colonials in every 
country, those in Africa, in India, and all the other op- 
pressed peoples who form the majority of men-and women 
now living. And, most important , we have seen that many 
white workers in all parts of the world, although they do 


not suffer from the special discriminations imposed upon 
the Negro, yet see no reason why they must shed their 
blood for capitalism, whether it is democratic or fascist. 
These white workers believe that the working class and the 
farmers in every country have their chief enemy at home. 
They believe that the war the workers and farmers must 
fight is the war of all the oppressed against all the oppress- 
ors, the war to put an end to the capitalist system with its 
continual wars, its crises, and its fascist dictatorships. 

The question now is how can the American Negroes best 
carry on the fight against being driven into the war. It is 
capitalism that drives us into war. So that the way to fight 
against war is to fight against capitalism. Who is it who 
will lead this country into war. None other than Franklin 
Roosevelt. True, he says that he will do his best to keep 
America out of war. But Woodrow Wilson was elected in 
1916 on the slogan that he kept America out of war. And 
the next year he was leading America into war in the name 
of democracy. Roosevelt has made every preparation and is 
just waiting his chance to drag America in. 'How to stop 
him? There is only one way. By distrusting every word he 
says and opposing him in every move that he makes now. 


Roosevelt Cut Relief 


When he and Congress cut down relief, it is no use lis- 
tening to the Workers’ Alliance when it says that Roosevelt 
has cut relief less than the reactionary Congress and there- 
fore Roosevelt must be supported. Not at all, Fight against 
both. If you support Roosevelt you strengthen his hand for 
his war policy. Note that although Congress and Roosevelt 
will disagree about relief, they always agree about the 
amount that should be spent on armaments. On that, they 
have no disagreement. They may quarrel about when exact- 
ly America should go into the war. But as to the prepara- 
tions for going in, on that they are both agreed. 

Roosevelt proposes that you cannot strike against the 
government. Negroes who are working on government 
projects will strike for their rights and struggle against 
this fascist decision. The stronger the opposition of the 
workers on all fronts, the more the capitalists are impeded 
in their drive to war. Roosevelt proposes to lift the em- 
hargo. What he is doing is trying to link up America more 
closely with Britain and France. As far as we can, we op- 
pose this move to bring us closer towards the war. 


Roosevelt Spends Billions for: War 

Roosevelt proposes so many billlions for armaments. We 
protest against it. We want no billions or millions for arm- 
aments. Not one red cent. In return we demand that all war 
funds be given to the unemployed. The unemployed want 
money to live. They do not want to support Congress in 
voting money to kill people. We show our protest by meet- 
ings, demonstrations and joining with all those who carry 
on the same anti-war activities. That is the way to oppose 
Roosevelt's plan to drag America into war. 

But the struggle can be carried on in a more immediate 
and regular manner. In the factory, in the mine, on the 
tarms, wherever workers struggle for better wages and bet- 
ter conditions, when the danger of war approaches, that is 
the time to press for your demands with the greatest in- 
tensity. Taking them as a whole, all the capitalists will sup- 
port one another in the war. It is they who stand to gain by 
it. So that all the workers, by pressing hard on them, and 
fighting against them by strikes, etc., can not only win priv- 
ileges for themselves, but can so threaten the capitalists, 
that these, fighting their war against the workers at home, 
are so much the more prevented from fighting against the 
enemy abroad. 


Solidarity of White and Black 


Negroes must organize for the abolition of Jim Crow- 
ism, must organize for their full political rights, for full 
social equality. It is by mobilizing for these things against 
the capitalist elass that the Negroes can help in keeping 
Roosevelt and the capitalists so busy at home that they will 
not be able to drag the country into war. 

But the workers themselves discriminate against their 
brother Negroes. Must the Negroes cease their struggles 
against discriminations in unions and other workers’ or- 
ganisations? Not at all. The Negroes and their friends 
among the white workers must point out to all that the 
Negroes must have their full rights as members of the 
working class and as citizens. The best way to mobilize all 
opposition against the war is to see that Negroes get the 
fullest opportunity to participate in every struggle against 
the capitalists. This can only be done by Negroes having 
full access to all unions. The Negroes will make no conces- 
sions here. In this gigantic task of the workers there must 
be full solidarity in the fight against war and this means 
a great struggle for equality among all members of the 
working class movement and all who are fighting against 
the capitalist war. 


(Concluded in Next Issue) 


(Continued from Page I) 


ments are Walter Frank, head 
of the Lathers Union and a 
leader in the WPA Joint Action 
Committee which directed the 
Minneapolis strike, and Myrtle 
Harris, an official of the Min- 
neapolis Central Labor Union 
and a member of the city Lib- 
rary Board. It is further rumor- 
ed that an indictment has been 
issued against Peter Murck, 
head of the Minneapolis Build- 
ing Trades Council. 

Among the unemployed lead- 
ers named in the recent flood 
cf indictments are Roy Orgon 
and Louis White of the Federal 
Workers Section of Local] 544, 
and Rosenthal, head of the St. 
Paul Workers Benefit Associa- 
tion. Geldman and Palmquist 
of the FWS were among those 
indicted in the first batch. 

Of the sixty indicted two days 
ago, twenty-five are to be re- 
leased on RPR (Released on 
Personal Recognizance); for 
ten, the bail is fixed at $3,000 
each; for twelve, $2,000 each; 
and for thirteen, $1,000 each. 
The total bail asked for this 
group amounts to $67,000. 

The AFL's WPA Defense 
Committee is redoubling its ef- 
forts to secure contributions to 
purchase bail bonds for the 
new prisoners, The Committee 
has issued a call for women 
and girl volunteers to partici- 
pate in the city-wide tag day to 
be held by the Committee on 
Saturday, October 7. 


No End in Sight 


Of the sixty just indicted, on- 
ly twenty-five have been ar- 
rested to date, and the identity 
of the remainder is still a sec- 
ret. Labor anticipates that 
more union leaders have been 
indicted and will be arrested 
within the next few days. All 
those arrested have been bailed 
out by the Defense Committee. 

It is almost impossible to fol- 
low the logic of the federal 
grand jury, which lurches along 
from one monstrosity to anoth- 
er. It is fairly certain that U.S. 
Attorney Victor Anderson, the 


the view of making a name for 
himself as a "law and order” 
man a la Calvin Coolidge. But 
it is doubtful if even Anderson 
meant to go as far as the jury 
has gone. Under pressure from 
the FBI, employers in the state, 
and the national administra- 
tion, the federal grand jury has 
certainly gotten out of Ander- 
son's hands and is running hog- 
wild. The end is by no means 
in sight. Anderson has announc- 
ed the jury will reconvene Oc- 
tober 23 and continue its inves- 
tigation. FBI agents are now 
said to be working on the St. 
Paul angle of the strike. 


AFL to Consider Strike Defense 


The Central Labor Union's 
WPA Defense Committee has 
gotten in touch with leaders of 
state federations in the East, 
including New York and New 
Jersey, and it is certain that 
the Minneapolis situation will 
be brought upon the floor of the 
AFL convention in Cincinnatti. 
The International Lathers Un- 
ion which just met in conven- 
tion passed several resolutions 
in defense of the Minneapolis 
strikers. William Green has al- 
ready publicly protested again- 
st what he correctly termed the 
persecution of the Minneapolis 
WPA workers by the govern- 
ment and it is more than likely 
that the American Federation 
of Labor nationally will get be- 
hind the Minneapolis defense. 

The defense has been streng- 
thened recently by drawing the 


(= Paul labor movement into 
the fight against the frame-ups. 
On Thursday a committee rep- 
resenting the St. Paul Trades & 
Labor Assembly met with the 
Minneapolis WPA Defense 
Committee. And on Friday at 
the regular Assembly meeting, 
a resolution carried to set up a 
permanent defense committee 
organized on the same lines as 
the Minneapolis WPA Defense 
Committee—two each from the 
Building Trades Council, the 
Teamsters Joint Council, the 
Allied Printing Trades Council 
and the miscellaneous trades— 
and to launch a campaign for 
contributions from the various 
St. Paul local unions. 

“New Deal or New Slavery?" 

Indicative of the bitter re- 
sentment against the Roosevelt 
administration because of its 
outrageous treatment of the 
Minneapolis unemployed is the 
leading editorial in the Septem- 
ber 22 issue of the Minneapolis 
Labor Review. Like most union 
papers in the country, the La- 
bor Review has hitherto been 
more than friendly to the New 
Deal. 

Entitled "New Deal or New 
Slavery?"’ the Labor Review 
editorial states: '' .. . When a 
law was passed to turn this na- 
tion into a Nazi concentration 
camp WPA workers who were 
real Americans protested ag- 
ainst this devilish outrage and 
they were supported in their 
protest by organized labor and 
every citizen who is opposed to 
slow death by starvation. 

“Continuing to spit out in- 
junctions is not frightening or 
overaweing anybody, It is just 
simply proving that there does 


outrageous and unjust the WPA 
administration can be in the 
persecution of innocent work- 
ers. 


“Please tell us, somebody, 
why it is wrong for business 
men to furnish three times as 
much material and machinery 
to the WPA for less money than 
they formerly received for one- 
third as much material and ma- 
chinery, and it is right for 
workers to be compelled to do 
three times as much work on 
WPA for less pay than they 
formerly got for one-third as 
much work? 

“WHAT IS THIS THAT IS 
HAPPENING ON WPA? IS IT 
THE NEW DEAL OR THE 


NEW SLAVERY? YOU CAN| 


ANSWER FOR YOURSELF." 


What Is Leach Up To? 
Considerable interest has 


been aroused by a news item 
in this morning’s paper that 
Mayor Leach of Minneapolis 
has just conferred with Presi- 
dent Roosevelt on, among oth- 
er things, “WPA in Minneapo- 
lis." No doubt the White House 
asked how its campaign of re- 
pression against the Minneapo- 
lis labor movement was ‘‘go- 
ing over" and if Leach thought 
they could get away with it. 

If Leach told Roosevelt the 
truth, he would have to relate 
that the persecution of the Min- 
neapolis labor movement un- 
|employed was a flop, that it has 
only caused organized labor to 
close its ranks in a solid front 
against Mr. Hypocrits, that the 
Minnesota Federation of La- 
bor is backing the Minneapolis 
defense, and that if Mr. Hypo- 
crite really intends to go 
through with his frame-up he 
will find himself confronting an 
aroused labor movement on a 
national scale. 

The trial of the 163 so far in- 
dicated will begin October 2 in 
federal court. Just let Mr. Hyp- 
ocrite try to imprison these 
workers! 


California Masses Show 
Opposition to W ar Entry 


(Special to the Socialist Appeal) 

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 20— 
At the very moment when Pres- 
ident Roosevelt was greasing 
the machinery for repeal of the 
neutrality legislation so as to 
help ease the United States in- 
to the European war, two sig- 
nificant sections of California 
citizens expressed their grim 
abhorrence of sending Ameri- 
can youth to die on foreign bat- 


not seem to be any end to how 


the fighting, and male univer-|men declared categorically that 


sity students, who will be the 
first to be asked to lay down 


ly their hatred of this country’s 


favored granting immediate 
military aid to Britain and 
France. Fourteen hundred (56 
per cent) opposed revision of 
the neutrality law, and declar- 
ed that even if the Allied cause 
appeared to be losing they 
would still oppose sending the 
Allies arms and munitions, 
Still more significant were 
the answers to the question 
“What would you do if the Un- 
ited States is drawn into the 
war. Eight hundred young 


The New Turn in Policy 
of American Stalinism 


(Continued from Page 1) 

Polish Ukraine and White Russia and now of 
large sections of Poland proper which Hitler's 
army had conquered. The partition of Poland 
has been carried out before our eyes by the 
amicable collaboration of Hitler and Stalin. 
What else is needed to confirm the opinion that 
the pact of Stalin and Hitler is in fact a mili- 
tary alliance, that Stalin has linked his fate in 
the world war now unfolding with that of 
Hitler? 


Oppression, Not Liberation 


Is this a turn to the “Left,” as the Stalinist 
press, with monstrous cynicism, tries to repre- 
sent it? Is Stalin, with the cooperation of Hit- 
ler, carrying “liberation” to oppressed peoples 
in other countries? What fantastic perversion 
of reality! The innumerable inhabitants in the 
concentration camps of Hitler and Stalin could 
tell a tale about this liberation if only their 
voices could be heard! A new and terrible op- 
pression awaits the conquered people on both 
sides of the dividing line drawn by the swords 
of Hitler and Stalin, an oppression from which 
they will be finally liberated only when the 
new conquerors are overthrown by the work- 
ers revolution. 

Stalin’s invasion of Poland, in agreement 
with Hitler, simply means that the Soviet Un- 
ion has been drawn into the imperialistic ad- 
ventures of Hitler and made responsible for 
them. The journalists of the Daily Worker are 
carried along in the military train to sanctify 
the “liberation” with '‘Marxist’’ formulas as 
conquerors of backward nations once carried 
priests to sprinkle holy water over the bloody 
conquests. 


‘hanging the Line 


The task of the American Stalinists, as ag- 
ents of the Soviet foreign office, is to switch 
around from pro-ally to pro-axis agitation. The 
whole apparatus has adjusted itself automatic- 
ally to the new assignment. The “peace lov- 
ers” of yesterday—those who favored a war on 
the side of England—are now designated as 
war-mongers. The Stalinists now clamor for a 
new “‘peace front’’ of all those who, for one 
consideration of bourgeois interest or another, 
want to give no aid to the Allies, including the 
“isolationists’’ who until yesterday were des- 
cribed as ‘“‘fascist agents.” 

Roosevelt, who was lauded to the skies and 
supported uncritically in everything, as long 
as an alliance of the Soviet Union and the im- 
perialist democracies appeared in prospect, is 
now looked upon with a jaundiced eye. Tomor- 
row, it is safe to predict, the Daily Worker 
will begin to criticize and oppose him, for 
Roosevelt has a firm allegiance to the demo- 
cratic imperialist camp. Hé wants a war 
against Germany and there is no chante to 
change his policy by new explanations of the 
nature of the conflict. The Stalinists, who 
were the most vociferous advocates of a third 
term for Roosevelt, dropped the slogan like a 
hot potato on the day the Red Army marched 
to meet Hitler’s forces at the new line of par- 
tition in Poland. 

The new line has already been transmitted 
to the C.P. fractions in the trade unions. The 
Transport Workers Union, the first organiza- 
tion under Stalinist control to hold a conven- 
tion since the Stalin-Hitler pact, passed a reso- 
lution in favor of “New Deal" candidates in 
1940, but forgot to mention the chief ‘‘New 
Dealer” himself. An oversight? Not on your 


should such an eventuality ar-|/ife. Mike Quill, the Stalinist boss of the union, 
ise they would flatly refuse toliS @ boy who catches on quickly. For him 


their lives, both signified clear-|serve the government’s war|0osevelt went out as soon as Hitler came in. 


machine, They 


stated they This single incident throws a searchlight on 


involvement in the useless ov-|would choose prison in prefer- the new course of Stalinist policy in the unions. 
ence to being drafted into the A Pseudo-Radical Twist 


erseas slaughter. 


Mothers Meet 

A group called the American 
Mothers met in Los Angeles on 
September 19 and laid plans to 
obtain 20,000,000 signatures on 
petitions to the president urg- 
ing that, whatever the cost, this 
country be kept out of the Eur- 
opean holocaust. 


At Berkeley, in the north, a 
poll among 2500 University of 
California male students shows 
that the students do not want 
this country to supply arms and 
muniions to the warring pow- 
ers, do not want repeal of the 


tlefields. 
Mothers, whose sons will do 
neutrality legislation, and em- 


War---What For? 


A Series of FOUR Friday Night Lectures 


JAMES P. 


CANNON 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29—8:30 P.M. 


The First Imperialist 


Slaughter—1914-1918 


Its Causes and Consequences 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6—8:30 P.M. 
The Aftermath—The Versailles Treaty 


The Peace Which Prepared the New War 
o 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13—8:30 P.M. 


The Advance of Fascism 
Causes Underlying the Triumphs of Hitler and Mussolini 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20—8:30 P.M. 


The World in 


The Real Meaning 


Flames Again 
of the Present War 


IRVING PLAZA, Irving Place at 15th Street 


Subscription for series: 750 
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undertook the case with 


bg Individual lectures: 250 


army. This number represents 


What about the radical trimming of the new 


nearly a third (32 per cent) of, Stalinist policy? 


the entire group polled. Twenty 
per cent (500) would volunteer 
if this country were involved in 
war; the remainder’ (1100) 
would wait until drafted. 

These two expressions of op- 
inion illustrate again what has 
been shown in every recent poll 
—that Americans do not want 
to fight on either side in the im- 
perialist butchery now sweep- 
ing Europe. 

People Suffer 


By JAMES P. CANNON 


A revolutionary policy in the struggle 
against war, as on every other question, pro- 
ceeds from the class independence of the pro- 
letariat and its irreconcilable struggle against 
the capitalist exploiters of all camps and all 
countries, in the first place against the capital- 
ist exploiters at home. It is against imperialist 
war because it is against capitalism. It con- 
ducts this struggle independently of the transi- 
tory opposition of certain sections of the capi- 
talist class to entry into a given war at a given 
moment. The latest pseudo-radical anti-war 
policy of the Amercian Stalinists has nothing 
m common with this fundamental class posi- 

on. 

The revolutionary phrase-mọngering of the 
Stalinist bureaucrats is only a new deception, 
a transitional mechanism designed to bridge 
the abrupt change from a pro-democratic to a 
pro-axis policy and carry the workers along. 
A revolutionary anti-war policy cannot be 
turned on and off like a faucet. It can be the 
expression only of a consistent, principled 
class-struggle activity carried on systematic- 
ally under all conditions, It must be animated 
by a clear and comprehensive revolutionary 
theory; its execution requires moral qualities 
of disinterestness, courage and devotion to the 
cause of the proletariat. On all these grounds 
the unprincipled hirelings of the Stalinist ap- 
paratus are disqualified. In order to go for- 
ward to a revolutinoary fight against war the 
militant workers must sweep this human rub- 
bish from their path. 


Charlatans Add to Confusion 


Stalin's invasion of Poland in union with Hit- 
ler has not only caused consternation‘and de- 
moralization in wide circles, it has also created 
a certain demand for simple and ready an- 
swers to each and every new turn of events. 
Charlatans ready to supply these simplified 
explanations are not lacking. But the situation 
is one of unprecedented complexity, Light can 
be thrown on new incidents as they occur on- 
ly if one keeps certain fundamental considera- 
tions in mind and thinks every thought through 
to the end—that is, to its political conse- 
quences. Superficial and simplified explana- 
tions only add to the general confusion and 
serve reactionary ends. Usually they are so 
designed. 

Such a malicious simplification is that which 
arbitrarily classifies the Soviet Union as a fas- 
cist state and explains the Stalin-Hitler pact 
as a natural union of “brown bolshevism”’ and 
“red fascism.” That formula leads to the con- 
clusion that there is nothing left of the Soviet 
revoluton worth defending, and then—as a rule 
—to a recruiting speech for the war of democ- 
racy (imperialist) against fascism. Revolu- 
tionary workers cannot accept this apparently 
simple formula which leads to such reaction- 
ary conclusions, 

We do not identify the Stalinist bureaucracy 
with the Soviet Union any more than we iden- 
tify a labor union with a gang of corrupt offi- 
cials who have usurped leadership in it and 
betray its interests. We are for the Russian 
revolution and the economic system created 
by it. And precisely because of that the revo- 
lutionary workers, who are the only genuine 
and loyal defenders of the Soviet Union, con- 
duct an irreconcilable struggle against the bu- 
reaucracy which, by its criminal policy, un- 
dermines the Soviet Union and leads it toward 
complete destruction. 

Contemptible are those fakers who say that 
Stalin has established “socialism” in the Sovi- 
et Union and is now “liberating” the Poles and 
Ukrainians. But no less contemptible are the 
literary hirelings of the democratic imperial- 
ists who want to liberate the Russian workers 
from the Stalinist yoke at the point of British 
and French bayonets, as the Indian and Mor- 
roccan masses, for example, have been “‘liber- 
ated." 


HISTORY OF SOCIALIST YOUTH 
TO APPEAR IN YPSL PAPER 


The Challenge of Youth be- tion to oppose war and learning 
gins publication with this issue |lessons on the practical aspects 
of extracts from Willi Munzen-|of organizing anti-war resist- 
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in bolstering their determina-'|has recently broken with Stal- 


pose. And this is supposed to be 
a "true democracy.” 

Those who will do the suffer- 
ing and the fighting and the dy- 
ing have at least the element- 
ary democratic right to decide 
by vote the vital issue of war 
or peace. The Socialist Work- 
ers Party reiterates its demand 
that the people of this country 
be given the rigħt to vote on 
war. 


account of the Socialist Youth |geographical 


lish. 


Youth movement during the|Munzenberg, 


Munzenberg was actively con- 


WAR DEAL RUNS 
INTO SNAG OF 
MASS RESISTANCE 


(Continued from Page 1) 

It would, however, be a great 
illusion to imagine that Roose- 
velts temporary difficulties 
represent any serious check to 
the march of the United States 
toward the war. The isolationist 
group is proving fully the jus- 
tice of Roosevelt's refusal to 
grant them the title of “peace 
bloc.” Though their opposition 
to the lifting of the embargo 
corresponds to a mass resis- 
tance to what is undoubtedly a 
definite step toward entry into 
the war, nevertheless, the iso- 
lationists, far from using this 
as a means of developing and 
extending a broad and general 
fight against the war and the 
war-mongers, and manipulat- 


as a 


Negro Department Affair 
Will Feature Voodoo Dances 


Meet old friends, make new 
ones at “A Night in Harlem.” 
Dancing, entertainment, fun. 
A good time is assured all at 
the Mimo Club on Saturday, 
October 7. A feature of the va- 
ried program of entertainment 
planned is a West Indian danc- 
er. She “vill dance the Voodoo 
Dances of Haiti, dances from 
Martinique, and the Shango 
from Trinidad where this dance 
has been preserved from gener- 
ation to generation, She has not 
only lived for many years in 


ye of the islands but system- 
atically visited the others, pen- 
strating into the more remote 
districts and making personal 
contact with the dancers in the 
local environment. 

The committee in charge is 
planning some addtional sur- 
prises in the way of entertain- 
ment. 

The affair is under the aus- 
Pices of the National Negro De- 
partment and the proceeds are 
to be used to finance the actiy- 
ities of the department, partic- 


inism to follow the path of so 
many other disillusioned Stal- 
inists who lump Stalinism and 
Bolshevism together, and seek 
some new righteous ethical code 
for the conduct of revolution- 
ists, which is not based upon a 
materialist understanding, but 
upon some abstract, ethereal 
concepts. 

The revolting climax to Mun- 
zenberg’s career as a Marxist 
does not, however, detract 
from the great value of his 
work during the war and his 
historical writings on the sub- 
ject. 
alarly the anti-war work. Tick- 
ets are fifty cents and reserv- 
ations must be made in ad- 
vance. Tickets can be secured 
at 116 University Place. 


ing it as a cover for their own 
100% allegiance to U.S. imper- 
ialism. 

By concentrating all eyes on 
the embargo fight, they are 
joining hands with Roosevelt in 
trying to make the people for- 
get about the super-armament 
program—whose only purpose 
can be war in the near future— 
which they both support, to 
make them forget also the de- 
mand for a people’s referen- 
dum on war, and the plight of 
the unemployed who are being 
so coldly sacrificed to the build- 
ing of the war machine. 


At Your Service 
THE APPEAL 
POSTER SHOP 


4 


Emel 


SOCIALIST APPEAL 


Vol. III, No. 74 Friday, September 29, 1939 
LN _______ ee 
Published Twice-Weekly by the 


SOCIALIST APPEAL PUBLISHING ASS'N. 


at 116 University Place, New York, N. Y. 
Telephone: ALgonquin 4-8547 


Subscriptions: $2.00 per year; $1.00 for six months. For- 
eign. $8.00 per eee siso for six months, Bundle orders. 
2 cents per copy in the United States; 3 cents per copy in 
ull foreign countries. Single copies: 3 cents. 

Rronx and Manhattan subscriptions are: $1.50 for alx 
months: $3.00 for one year. sieaa cae 

“Reenter secone class matter February 16, , 
ae eona New York, N.Y.. under the Act of March 
$. 1879." 


Editor: 
MAX SHACHTMAN 
iate Editors: 
ARES EMANUEL GARRETT 


Assistant Manager: 
SHERMAN STANLEY 


FELIX MORROW 


General Manager : 
MARTIN ABERN 


—— 


FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR: 


1. A job and a decent living for every worker. 

2. Open the idle factories—operate them under 
workers’ control. 

3. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 
and housing program. 

4, Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minimum wage— 
30-hour weekly maximum for all workers on 
all jobs. 

5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension. 

6. Expropriate the Sixty Families. 

7. All war funds to the unemployed. 

8. A people’s referendum on any and all wars. 

9. No secret diplomacy. 

10. An independent Labor Party. 

11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 
and Fascist attacks. 

12. Full social, political and economic equality 


for the Negro people. 


Spy Scares 


Watch out for the spy scares! 

The Roosevelt Administration, Edgar Hoov- 
er, Attorney General Murphy and, following 
their lead, the entire capitalist press (to say 
nothing of the social-democratic rags), are work- 
with might and main to work up a spy hysteria. 


Why? Because a spy hysteria is a necessary 
part of the campaign to work up a war hysteria. 

Why? Because a spy hysteria is aimed par- 
ticularly at all those who refuse to be hornswog- 
gled into another war, who oppose American 
participation in the imperialist slaughter and 
who expose the war-mongers. 

We haven't forgotten for a minute what hap- 
pened in the United States during the last World 
War. The spy-scare machine worked overtime. 
Every union that tried to resist wage-cuts, or 
that tried to get higher wages and better condi- 
tions for its members, was denounced as “in- 
spired by the Kaiser’s secret agents.” Every so- 
cialist and radical who told the truth about the 
war, who pointed out that it was not a war for 
democracy but a war for imperialist plunder, ran 
the risk of being mobbed or arrested as a “Ger- 
man spy.” For every real German secret agent 
who was nabbed, literally hundreds of working- 
men and revolutionists were hounded and per- 
secuted. 

We haven't the slightest doubt that there is a 
substantial number of German spies operating 
in the United States as elsewhere, But neither 
do we doubt that there are at least as many Brit- 
ish spies and agents in this country. For that 
matter, every power, the United States included, 
has its spies at work in every other country of 
any importance. And “a plague on all your 
houses” is our attitude to the whole gang of 
them. 

But American Labor would be making a tragic 
mistake if it allowed itself to be buffaloed by the 
cunning spy scare that is being worked up now 
for the double purpose of stampeding the coun- 
try into the war on the side of the Allied imper- 
ialist pirates and of bulldozing the labor move- 
ment into docile acceptance of every dirty dish 
served up to it by the employers and their war- 
mongering government. 


The First Battle 


The apathy of New York voters towards the 
candidates of the Democratic and Republican 
parties as revealed in primary returns should act 
as a spur to every worker out gathering signa- 
tures on the nominating petitions for the two 
candidates of the only anti-war party in the field 
—the Socialist Workers Party. 

This apathy is not a reflection of disinterest- 
edness in the sudden jacking-up of the prices of 
food-stuffs and other houschold commodities 
which has been put through by Wall Street as 
a preliminary to bigger and better profits from 
the blood-soaked fields of war; nor a reflection 
of lack of interest concerning the LaGuardia 
iraud of paying Wall Street $326,000,000 for 
the city-owned subways; nor lack of interest in 
L.aGuardia’s intention to raise subway fares. 

It is a reflection of the profound realization 
among the working class people that the capital- 
ist parties are 100 per cent behind Wall Street’s 
recruiting sergeant in the White House, 100 per 
cent behind Wall Street’s war for redivision of 


the world, and 100 per cent behind Wall Street’s 
drive for profits by any means and at any cost 
in working class lives and suffering. 

Any party which succeeds in getting on the 
ballot with a clarion call to all workers to unite 
in relentless struggle against Wall Street's war 
will gather behind it millions of New York 
voters, 

The ominous silence of American Labor Party 
leaders as to their stand on war makes still more 
imperative that the Socialist Workers Party get 
its candidates on the ballot. 

Into your neighborhood with nominating pe- 
titions! Canvass your friends for signatures! 

Make the battle to get on the ballot the first 
resounding success in the fight to end imperial- 
ist war forever! 


Pilate Socialist 


Our proud claim to be the only genuine anti- 
war party in the United States is sometimes 
challenged by a reference to the alleged anti-war 
stand of the Thomasite Socialist Party. The 
challenge is most easily disposed of by a direct 
examination of the position of the S.P. 

The fight against the imperialist war is not a 
fight at all unless it is carried on in deadly earn- 
est and with militancy and consistency. It is not 
a fight at all unless it is carried on primarily 
against the war-mongers operating right inside 
the labor movement itself. For if the labor move- 
ment does not take an independent and hostile 
attitude towards the big-shot war-mongers, 
unless it relentlessly purges its system of the 
poison represented by the social-patriots, there 
can be no talk of a serious struggle against the 
war. 

The Socialist Party’s National Executive 
Committee has issued a “Declaration against 
War” (Socialist Call, Sept. 23). We quote two 
sentences from it which, as we sce it, are more 
important and more revealing than all the rest 
of the statement. 

“Failures and mistakes such as these contrib- 
uted to the present situation in which many Eu- 
ropean Socialists felt that they have no choice 
except the lesser of two evils. It is not for us to 
denounce the immediate choices of our Eu- 
ropean comrades in their present dilemma. . .” 

“It is not for us to denounce,” say Thomas 
and Hoan, and along with them the rrrrevolu- 
tionary “‘Clarityites” Zam and Tyler. 

And why not? The Call is filled with denunci- 
ations of the Stalinist bureaucracy in the Soviet 
Union. It attacks the Stalinist war-mongers in 
the capitalist countries, and it doesn't spare 
words or mince them. By what right does it re- 
frain from whitewashing the Stalinist patriots 
by saying of them, too, that they “feel that they 
have no choice except the lesser of two evils’? 

The arrant hypocrisy of these Pontius Pilate 
“Socialists” -is still clearer when one bears in 
mind that the “European Socialists” of whom 
they speak are none other than the official affili- 
ates of their world fraternity, the Second Inter- 
national. Thomas, Zam and Tyler are brothers- 
in-arms in that ‘International’ of the British 
Labor Party and the French Socialist Party, 
whose leaders are the indispensable assistants of 
British and French imperialism. Chamberlain 
and Daladier couldn’t carry on their war for 
five minutes without the active and zealous sup- 
port of Atlee, Greenwood, Blum and Faure, the 
Judas-goats of the working class. 

Thomas knows that. Zam knows that. They 
know that “our European comrades” are guilty 
of infamous treachery against the working class. 
But... “It is not for us to denounce.” 

For our part, we do not have the same hesi- 
tancy. The struggle against war is much too seri- 
ous a matter. We do denounce. And for their 
polite silence about the criminal socialist-imper- 
ialists in their Second International, we de- 
nounce them as tacit accomplices of the Green- 
woods and Blums who have dragooned the Brit- 
ish and French working class into the trenches 
of war. 


Suggestions Wanted 


The current issue of the Young Communist 
Review, official organ of the Stalinist youth or- 
gan of the Stalinist youth organization in this 
country, went to press before the Stalin-Hitler 
pact was actually signed. Also, evidently, it went 
to press before Browder got his instructions 
from Moscow to turn over like a flapjack. For 
here is what the leading editorial has to say 
about the pact: 

“Should Germany undertake aggression 
against Poland, the Soviet Union would de- 
nounce its pact.” 

We suggest one of three things for the Stal- 
inists to do in this embarrassing case: 

(1) Expose and fire the editor as a smuggler 
of Trotskyist contraband. 

(2) Suppress the current issue of the maga- 
zine (if they haven't already done so). 

(3) Come out in the next issue with the ex- 
planation that what they really meant was that 
“the Soviet Union would denounce its pact” 
with Poland. 

Any other helpful suggestions from our read- 
ers will be promptly forwarded to the unfortu- 
nate editor of the Y.C.R. 
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Seamen All Over World Tell Bosses 
They Refuse to Shoulder War 
Burden; S.U.P. Prepares Real Fight 


(Continued from Page 1) 


up to $150 for possessions lost 
if the ship sinks, continuation of 
pay in event of internment in a 
foreign country, ana a promise 
to negotiate on the main de- 
mands. 

After the ship owners had 
stalled for over a month on 
these demands, and the ships 
are out at sea, one can hardly 
expect them to suddenly capitu- 
late to the NMU demands, es- 
pecially since Curran did not 
cbtain an agreement that the 
terms of any setlement would 
be retroactive. 

As usual, the real fight for 
maintaining the union condi- 
tions and protecting the inter- 
ests of the American seamen 


See Victory in 


will fall on the Sailors Union of 
the Pacific. 


Is it a wonder that govern- 
ment officials are taking the 


The SUP enters this battle SUP demands for bonuses and 
with its militant banner waving |insurance ten times more se- 
high over the victory it achiey- Tiously than all the speeches of 


ed against the Maritime Com. 
mission and its fink halls. 

Despite all federal govern- 
ment threats and maneuvers, 
Maritime Commission ships 
sailed last week with full crews 
out of the SUP hall! ‘You 
can't fight the government,” 
Curran, and his Stalinist hench- 
men told the seamen of Amer- 
ica when the fink hall issue 
arose. “We'll protect our hir- 
ing hall rights,” Harry Lunde- 
berg, secretary-treasurer of the 
SUP replied, backed by this 
militant union. 


SWP Drive 


To Get on New York Ballot 


(Continued from Page 1) 


assure the appearance of a can- 
didate on the ballot. 

Canvassers reported that in 
nome after home their appear 
ance had been expected by the 
people and hat they were greet- 
ed with warm sympathy. In 
cther homes canvassers were 
asked immediately what party 
they represented; for if it was 
the Democratic Party, the Re- 
publican Party, or the Commu- 
nist Party they would refuse to 
sign the petition. Upon being 
assured that the canvassers | 
represented the Socialist Work- 
ers Party, they were invited in 
and asked to take a seat while 
all the available signatures in 
the family were rounded up: 

In Manhattan, where the in- 
fluence of Tammany Hall is 
stronger and where the orders 
of Tammany ward heelers to 
their supporters to block the 
signing of Socialist Workers 
Party petitions have had a 
greater influence than in the 
Bronx, similar successes, al- 
though not on such a wide 
scale, are reported. 

Well above the legal number 
of signatures necessary to nom- 
inate a candidate have been se- 
cured and every indication 
points to a strong victory in 
Manhattan. 

The importance of the elec- 
tion campaign of the Socialist 


Walter Lippman, Voice of Wall 
Street, Reveals Boss War Aims 


By SHERMAN STANLEY 

The ruling capitalist clique 
of America has launched a de- 
termined drive to repeal the 
Embargo Act within the short- 
est possible time. The entire 
prostitute press and its paid 
hirelings are frantically at work 
attempting to din into the ears 
of the American people the as- 
tounding lie that repeal of the 
Embargo Act—will keep us out 
of war! 

The sale and shipment of war 
supplies to one set of the bel- 
ligerents—and the entire world 
knows that only England and 
France can make use of the 
“Cash and Carry” plan for the 
simple reason that Germany is 
effectively blocked off from 
America—is paraded before us 
as “an act of the purest neu- 
trålity.” What a miserable 
fraud this is! Franklin D, 
Roosevelt's career has always 
been marked by the depths of 
its deceit and hypocrisy, but 
even he outdoes himself when 
he attempts to pose as a ‘‘neu- 
tral” while acting in complete 
consort with the Allied imper- 
ialist powers. 

STATES THE CASE 
FOR REPEAL 

Walter Lippman, familiar 
columnist for the New York 
Herald-Tribune, and fair-haired 
darling of the Wall Street spec- 
ulators, has stated the case for 
repeal of the Embargo Act in 
kis Saturday, September 23rd 
column. It is well worth look- 
ing into the words of this im- 
perialist spokesman. 

Lippman states that the is- 
sue, in its simplest form, is 
whether repeal or retention of 
the embargo will lead“the Un- 
ited States into war. 

But Lippman is only prepar- 
ed to tackle one angle of this 
problem. He carefully avoids 
any discussion as to what will 
be the results if the Act is re- 
pealed and F.D.R.’'s plan is put 
into effect. Throughout his leng- 
thy article and its involved ar- 
gument, there is not the slight- 
est admission (nor denial!) that 
the ‘‘Cash and Carry” policy is 
a major step towards plunging 
us into the war. 
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Workers Party was again em- 
phasized by the two candidates, 
Max Shachtman of the Bronx, 
and George Lyman Paine of 
Manhattan. 


In a statement issued today 
they underlined the fact that 
the Socialist Workers Party is 
the only political party in the 
entire field which stands on a 
platform of 100 per cent opposi- 
tion to war and fascism. 

“The treacherous silence on 
the part of the leaders of the 
American Labor Party toward 
the war now raging in Europe," 
they declared, ‘‘and the open 
preparations of Roosevelt to 
plunge America into the blood 
bath and to straightjacket the 
labor movement with a military 
dictatorship, can be regarded 
as nothing less than betrayal of 
the basic interests of the work- 
ing class. 

War Hysteria Growing 

“The importance of the cam- 
paign of the Socialist Workers 
Party in this election grows 
more important hourly as the 
war hysteria whipped up by 
Roosevelt and LaGuardia con- 
tinues to gain in proportions. 

“Every worker must support 
the SWP campaign now. It is 
@ most important way of ex- 
pressing opposition to Roose- 


velt’s and LaGuardia’s prepar-| ! 


ations to slaughter Americans 
on the battlefields of Europe." 


WHAT’S WRONG WITH 
THE ARGUMENT 


Why must we‘insist upon this 
point? What can be wrong with 
selling war supplies for cash 
only and which will be carried 
in other than American bot- 
toms? How can that put us in- 
to the war? 

(1) It commits the U.S. ag- 
ain (we say ‘again’ because 
F.D.R. has already done so in 
numerous speeches and actions, 
such as holding up the Bremen) 
on the side of the Allied powers. 
“Cash and Carry’' can only 
mean British and French cash, 
carried by British and French 
merchant ships. 

(2) It returns the U.S. to the 
so-called system of Interna- 
tional Law. But it was precise- 
ly this system that existed when 
Woodrow Wilson was success- 
ful in dragging America into 
the First World War. Far bet- 
ter would it be to call this the 
system of ‘incidents and prov- 
ocations’'! For example, under 
the International Law system, 
the authority of each nation ex- 
tends to a point 3 miles beyond 
its coasts. All that is needed, 
then, is for German U-Boats to 
venture within this 3 mile limit 
and sink a British freighter car- 
rying some of our war sup- 
plies. There we have an ‘‘inter- 
national incident’'! We can al- 
ready hear the cries of Ameri- 
can industrialists, merchants, 
ship-owners, insurance under- 
writers, bankers, etc., for 
“more adequate protection of 
our sales.” Imperialist Interna- 
tional Law, far from being a 
safeguard against war, is sim- 
ply an excuse-providing system 
for war. 


AMERICAN BUSINESS 
BOOM AHEAD 


(3) “Cash and Carry" means 
at least a partial business boom 
in America. Everything indi- 
cates that the Allies will make 
huge purchases of war stocks 
and raw materials. This means 
that American business men, 
sniffing the warm smell of sub- 
stantial profits after many lean 
depression years, will plunge 
heavily into expanson, building 
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Curran and company? 
The SUP demands. voted by 
the membership on a coastwise 
scale, include: A 100 per cent 
increase in wages and overtime 
for crews on ships sailing to 
and from ports in war zones; 
on those vessels carrying mu- 
nitions and contraband, the 
wages shall be the standard 
West Coast scale, plus 200 per 
cent increase; a $10,000 life in- 
surance policy; $25,000 cash for 
permanent disability; $250 for 
loss of clothing: wages if in- 
terned; transportation expens- 
es if occasion demands; and an 
increase in personnel. 

The state department was 
asked to give its interpretation 
of war zones, and negotiations 
with the Matson line, which 
sends ships to Australia, have 
begun. > 

While the SUP begins negoti- 
ating with the usual handicap 
of combatting the lower stand- 
ard agreements that Curran 
and the NMU crowd sign, the 
whole tradition and superior 
conditions of the West Coast 
Sailors are a good indication 
that once again the SUP will 
come through with a victory for 
the American seamen, 


Manhattan Candidate 


GEORGE LYMAN PAINE 


and speculation on the Market. 
They will roll up huge surplus 
profits which they will seek to 
invest in the Allied countries or 
their dominions (Canada). The 
entire banking system of Amer- 
ica, now stuffed with idle mon- 
ey and credits, will become 
geared to this boom and expan- 
sion—all of which is dependent 
in turn, upon the successes of 
the Allied powers. 


t4) How long would it be be- 
fore any "Cash and Carry" sys- 


tem is replaced by a purely 
“Credit” system? Already, the 
Senate Committee in charge of 
drafting F.D.R.'s bill is talking 
of changing the “cash” provi- 
sion to a ‘90-day credit’ provi- 
sion. The American rulers will 
find a thousand and one loop- 
holes in their own act as their 
needs require it. As profits 
mount, and orders pour in, the 
"Cash and Carry" policy will 
change to the same ‘‘Credit’’ 
policy as existed during the last 
war. 

America will become the sup- 
ply base, the life-breath, of the 
British and French. Whether 
the business is transacted in 
“cash or “credit? makes 
slight difference. The effect is 
the same. American capitalism 
becomes an integral part of the 
"democratic war machine. 
And this is called “neutrality”! 


We can already hear the ar- 
gumenis of the 60 Ruling Cap- 
italist Families. “We cannot let 
the Allies lose because then 
there would be a terrific indus- 
trial and financial crisis in 
America." You workers must 
support our entry into the war 
or else you'll lose your jobs.” 
And among themselves they 
will be saying, ‘What will hap- 
pen to our profits? We must act 
swiftly or else our structure of 
profit will crumble." 

This is the meaning of “Cash 
and Carry." Cash in on the war 
orders, carry the American 
people into the war! 


(In our next article we shall 
take up Walter Lippman’s ar- 
guments against retention of 
the present Embargo Act). 
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Their 
Government 


By James Burnham 


In a major naval engagement, the strategic 
plans of the general staff of the United States Na- 
vy provide that the airplanes on the aircraft car- 
riers shall be ‘‘expended."' This little word, under 
the circumstances, is not without interest. 

What is meant is the following: The planes will 
leave the carriers in order to fulfill their various 
functions in the battle. While the planes are busy. 
the carriers, which are not equipped for serious 
combat, will retire far from the scene just as rap- 
idly as possible. Those planes which are not shot 
down will, when their gas is exhausted, have no 
place to go to but the cold grave of the open sea. 

The reason for the tactic is simple enough: 
planes and pilots are far cheaper and quicker to 
build than the $50,000,000 aircraft carriers. 


Little Lessons in Neutrality 

Britain and France declared war against Ger- 
many on Sunday, September 3rd. The President 
was thereupon required, by the law of the land, to 
proclaim immediately an embargo against ship- 
ments of munitions to these two countries. He did 
not do so, however. The proclamation of the em- 
bargo was delayed until the next day. 

Perhaps this was because the President, as a 
religious man, considered Sunday a day of rest. 
Perhaps, also, he had more material concerns in 
mind. 

On Monday morning, three ships loaded to cape- 
city with airplanes, cleared from Pacific ports for 
England and France. An interruption of the Pres- 
bet Sunday would have held those ships at the 
dock. 

Not one of the airplane factories in the United 
States working on British and French orders has 
stopped or even slowed down production since the 
embargo went into effect. On the contrary, all of 
them have speeded up their lines. 

No orders previously given by Britain and 
France have been cancelled On the contrary, a 
number of new orders have been placed and ac- 
cepted during the past two weeks. 

Evidently the airplane companies are not alarm- 
ed by Senator Borah. 

Since last Spring, the War and Navy Depart- 
ments have been flooding veterans of the last war 
and reserve officers with requests to return to act- 
ive service. The response has not been up to hopes. 
It takes dictatorial conscription to get men into 
the democratic war. 

Early last summer, the War Department re- 
organized its operations on the basis of the follow- 
ing perspective: war in Europe in September; U.S. 
troops fighting abroad by Spring of 1940. 


The Big Arms of the Big Brother 

It was not prominently noticed that shortly after 
his declaration that the United States would defend 
Canada against its declared enemy, Roosevelt add- 
ed that the United States would also defend all of 
the possessions of Great Britain, France and Hol- 
land in the Americas. These include the three 
Guianas in South America and more than a hun- 
dred islands scattered chiefly in the Caribbean and 
extending to the gulf of the St. Lawrence. 

Somehow the isolationists don’t seem to have 
noticed that these declarations are, in effect, acts 
of war, authorized in the best totalitarian manner 
by executive decree. No doubt the isolationists are 
so busy forgetting the Ludlow Bill that they didn’: 
even hear about these declarations. 

By them, the United States Navy and Army are 
committed, in advance and without any declara- 
tion of war by constitutional process—much less 
any expression of opinion from the people—to 
open up hostilities against Germany if Germany, 
in pursuit of her war aims, undertakes any actions 
against Canada or any of the British and French 
possessions in the Americas. 

The armed forces of the United States are thus 


already intervening, and are altering the military 
balance. 


New Boundaries for Old 


In the old days, the territorial boundaries of a 
nation were accepted as extending three miles 
beyond its sea coast. The nation exercised sov- 
ereignty within this three mile limit. 

During the last war, this three mile Imit was ex- 
tended to twelve miles, and ‘‘international law'’ 
tended to recognize the validity of the twelve mile 
limit. 

Without any fanfare, and naturally without any 
legislation, Roosevelt two weeks ago added im- 
mense territories to the United States. When asked 
where the limits of Jorin onon extended, he an- 
swered quite simply: wherever United States’ 
(read—Sixty Families’) interests lay. Acting on 
this doctrine, he instructed the Navy and the Coast 
Guard to get to work protecting this vast new ter- 
ritory. 

It is authoritatively reported that Philip Fleming 
will soon replace Elmer Andrews as Wage-Hour 
Administrator. Fleming, like WPA Administrator 
Harrington, is an army Colonel attached to the 
War Department. 

All governmental agencies having to do with 
workers are, you see, being put into the firm hands 
of the army. 

In the chief agency of all, the War Resources 
Board, the army representation is headed by Mar- 
shal, the Chief of Staff. But there the true and full 
relationship is made clear: for General Marshall 
is subordinate to Chairman Stettinius, of U, S. 
Steel and Morgan & Co. 
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The official struggle of the government with 
high prices is only a deception of the masses. 
But the farmers, artisans, merchants, in their 
capacity as consumers, can step into the politics 
of price-fixing shoulder to shoulder with the 
workers. To the capitalist’s lamentations about 
costs of production, of transport and trade, the 
consumers answer: ‘Show us your books; we 
demand control over the fixing of prices.’ The 
organs of this control should be the committees 
on prices, made up of delegates from the fac- 
tories, trade unions, cooperatives, farmers or- 
ganizations, the ‘little man’ of the city, house- 
wives, etc.” (Program of the Fourth Interna- 
tional. ) 
7 kd * 

Says Burton K. Wheeler, (D. Mont.,) “It was the 
Versailles treaty that made Hitler possible. . . that 
sowed the. seeds of the present Germany.” Exact- 
ly, and it was capitalism that produced the Ver- 
sailles treaty. 


